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Counting and Cardinality

	Principles for Counting:

1. Stable Order Principle- There is a conventional sequence of number names. These counting words have to be said in the same order every time.

2. One-to-One Correspondence- The student uses only one number word when counting each object.  That means that each item is counted only once because synchrony, tagging, and keeping track are all in place.

3. Cardinality Principle-When asked, “How many altogether?” the child names the last number that was counted and does not need to count over again.

4. Abstraction Principle- Any of the preceding principles can be applied to any collection of objects, whether tangible or not.  Items do not need to be the same.
5. Order-Irrelevance Principle- The order in which the objects are counted does not matter as long as all objects are counted once and only once.
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